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Much of my bias comes from the oil industry, the
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Update on sale of
old drilling rig

Thmﬂmdurmrﬂﬂmﬂhm
Museom in Coutts, scheduled for March 1989, was
cancelled. You may recall from previous issoes of Ar-
chives that one of the items in
the museum collection i &N
unusual cable 1ol drilling rig.
manulactured in 1907 by Na-

M. Belmore Schalz, owner of
the museum, found the rig lay-
wng in & foeld in the Coutts arca
and scquared it from the land
owner. He has advised thal he
is still planning 1o sell the mu-
seum, preferably intaci but may
have 10 reSOM W0 AN BucLon ale.
Inseresaed partsss Can (onLXl
him ai the moscum.

@ The Publisher )
Archives is published periodically by the
Petroleum History Society, 3800, 150 Gth
Ave. S.W., Calgary, T2P 3Y7, (403) 269-
6721. Editor: Peter McKenzie-Brown.

Submissions on historical topics related to
Canada’s petroleum indistry are
welcome, For informailon on i
membership or society activities, contact
sociery president WR.S, McLellan (403)

290-2540.

Canadian Institute of
Energy

Th discussion about the so-called "cold fu-
gaon” experiments at the Universiry of Uah suggests Bl
cold fosion, if it is ever proved and developed, could bave
l“ﬂ‘lﬂh“m'lf“ Accord-
ingly. PHS members might be interessed in the following
“cold fusion™ presentation from the Canadian Institote of
Energy:

SPEAKERS: Dr. James Jacobe/Dr. Sankar Dus-Cupa
Ekcwolwel Manulacnng Comparny

Dr. Mikk Anyas-Weiss
Ontario Hydro

“INSIGHTS ON THE COLD FUSION CONFUSION".

Hﬁmﬁvﬂmﬂﬁtﬂwhmmmm
mmmmmunﬂdiﬂm
Drs. Jacobs, Das-Gupts and Anyas-Weiss will present a
mﬂmuwru-ﬂiuﬁwrmmm
jecL James Jacobs, & chemist and pan owner of
Ehuﬂ-ﬂ.mmﬂymdhkﬁ—:ﬂm-s
m;mm'himmnwm-
mann in Utah. His private research and specialized
manufacturing firm has already filed paient applications
for processes related 1o cold fuson. Div. Anyad-Weiss i 8
uumﬂwdmm‘:ﬁﬁ-
sional Projects Departmens  His depargment i involved ia
mﬁw:ﬂnﬂhmn—ﬂ-hﬂh
wwﬂummhw-ﬁlﬂmﬂd-
ogy of imponance.

DATE: Wedneaday, May 17, 1989
TIME: Cash Bar  11:30- 11:59
Lanch 12:00 - 12:30
Speaker  12:21 - 13:30
FLACE: Westin Hotel, 320 - 4th Avenue 5.W .,
Calgary. Albera
PRICE: Members $15.00 Non-Members $20.00
RESERVATIONS: « Phone (403) 252-2158
- Registration kimited 10 120
peopic
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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President’s Report

A:ﬂﬁuﬂ&-ﬂﬂui‘ﬂhﬁﬂ:
1Ind, | remarked that the past year was 2 very mocessiul
one for your Society. We contines 10 grow and promote
acuvitics that will increase awareness of the history of
Canada’s potroleum industry.

Owver the past year, the Society has seen an overall
prowth in membership of 50%. We currently have 17 in-
stitptional members and 100 individaal members. OF
these, 4 companies (Alberta Patch Work, Petro-Canada,
Texaco and Southam Communications) are sustaining in-
stitutional members, having made contributions in excess
of $100. As well, the Society has 22 sustaining individual
members.

The enlarged membership has resulted i our nooa
luncheon meetings being snended by almost 23 of oar
membership each tme, in addition to several interested
non-members. Also, the enlarged membership has resulied
in & wider distribution of our newsletier, Archives, which
eontucs 0 be well received by both member and the

general public.

To help get more Soclety members involved in
oar activities, fowr new commitiees have been established:
Programme, Publications, Communications and Oral His-
tory. The chairmen of these commitiees are socking adds-
onal members o pet involved - providing ideas and help-
ing with the waks af hand.

Unfortunately, our efforts 1w get the renewed Oral
History Project registered as a charitable endeavour for
income W purposes has been unsuccessful so (ar. We are
currently in the process of establishing 8 new sssocistion
of the Petroleum History Society, the Canadian Petroleum
Assocuation and the Glenbow to enable us 10 successfully
launch this critically required project as soon as possible.

Recently, the Society Board of Direciors has been
considering several proposals. Ome in 10 produce 8 senics
of sx high-quality Lape! pins 10 commemorate sgnificant
events of Canada’s petroleum industry history. Another is
to co-produce a series of 10 or 12 radio programmes wtiliz-
ing the oral history tapes stored in the Glenbow Archives.
As well, our involvement with the proposed Hell's Half
Acre Interpretation Centre in Tarner valley is expecied o
increase shorly.

All indications are that your Society will continue
o prow both in meenbervhip members and sctivity, and that
the coming year will be even more eaciting and socoeasful
than the one just passed.

W, R 5. McLellan

New Board Elected

Alh Annual General Meetng oo March

Zind, the Sockety elecied a new Board of Direciors. All
incumbeni Officen and Duectors standing for reclecion
wiore returned unanimoualy, Mr. Tom MscKay was elecied
Director on the Board replacing Mrs. Patricia Boyle who
dec lined 10 serve another term in order that she may focus
her full energics on the forthcoming chection campaign for
Trustoes on the Calgary Board of Education.

Subscquent 10 the Annual General Meeting, Mr.
Kim Coghill, Secretary, was forced 10 resign. His employer
has transferred him 0 New York City. M. Doreen
McAnhur has graciously scoepied appointment &s your
Society Secretary for the coming year,

Therefore, your 19891990 Petroleum History So-
ciety Board of Direciors are:

Bill Mel ellan - Presdent
Reobin Mehring - Vice-Preodent
Doreen McArbar - Secretary
Micky Galless - Treasurer

All members of the Society wish to thank Pa and
Kim for the many howrs of dedication and hard work they
contribwited of ouwr behall, and we wish them well in their
fotore encdegnoars.



A Tale of Two
Abandonments

Ommlﬁmumm
Hat resident drilled a well for & private supply of natural
gas. This was a common occurrence in the early days of
Medicine Hat, and it is speculated that the owner of the
of the century. 'When the well was no longer needed, it
wis abandoned and forgotien - for a while, until it began to
leak. Decades later the well had 10 be reabandoned - pwice
= g thee stories of these two ahandonments illustrate owr
change in attitudes towards natural gas safety and io the
role of the Conservathon Board in such matiers.

The most recent reabandonment ook place in the
summer of 1972. Tony Chow was preparing 1o demolish a
lean-10 at the rear of his property, in onder 1o expand his
Canada Cafe in the heart of downiown Medicine Hat A
mysierious vend pipe was discovered in the lean-10 and &
city Gas Superinlendent got off-scale readings on the first
sniff of his explosimeter. No gas line leaks were discov-
ened, but the ground ander the lean-to was saturated with
natural gas and eventually the city found the old gas well,
jurst gix feet from the back door of the cafe.

The Energy Resources Conservation Board was
notified in late July and mobilized immediately. Brian
McFarlane, Senior Technicisn, went 1o Medicine Hat on
July 22, 1972 1o supervise exposing the old well. The well
was leaking 400 cubic feet of natural gas a day into the ur-
ban atmosphers, from badly comroded casing. Funds for
the operation were quickly made svailable o the ERCB
through an Order in Council from the Minister of Mines
and Minerals, which was in place by August 15. The old
well conld not be re-entened because it had three strings of
casing cemented 10 surface with the smallest being only
three inches in diameder, a good abandoament atlempL
The crew tried 10 wash over the outer casing to reach the
producing formation, but at 40 feet the bit ran into steel,
thought 1o be an old cable wol drilling bit. 5o a new well
had to be drilled, in a tiny space of abowt 3000 square feet
amid the downiown baildings. The cafe kilchen and
power poles were removed and, by August 30, 1972, a 70
fool railer-mounied drilling rig was in place. Under these
wnosual conditions, it wok unti] September 22 - nearly &
maonith - 1o drill & 760 fool well and cement off the produc-
ing formations.

The cost was $93 000, which was expensive for a
760 foot well, plus $45 000 for restoration of the cafe
kddichen, It was expected that the gas in the soll would con-

tinpe to seep into the atmosphere afier the abandonment 30
vents were installed in the basement of the cafe and the
well was monitored for several moaths.

In 1972 the history of the well, which was being
called American Hotel No. 1, was a mystery. However,
the Board had abandoned this well before. In 1980, the
Board found an old file in their records on the previous
abandonment allempt

The earliest item in the ERCB file is a newspaper
clipping from May 31, 1935 which iells of a mysterions ex-
phﬁmmhhﬂﬂ&ulhﬂ:ﬂlulﬂnm:niqﬁt
in stores on Third Strect. The explosion scemed o ong-
nate in the rear pan of the premises, where we now know
this well 1o be, bat the canse was never ascertained. Then
on June 28, 1943, Mr, R. Beitz, a foreman with Medicine
Hat's gas and water department, was checking gas lines
when he discoversd leaking gas. He notified the Board
and an old well, covered with wooden cribbing and soil,
was located. Although the well was leaking gas inio &
heavily populated area, it 100k over a year before the well
was abandoned. Much of the file is comrespondence con-
cerning who owned the well, who was responsible for mniti-
ating abandonment operations, who should pay for it and
who should conduct the sbandonmentL.

The Board maintained that the owner of the land
was responsible for the well, under the Oil and Gas Wells
AcL The land owner, Mr. Abraham E. Ahmayer, had
passed away in 1918 in New York state, leaving several
beneficiarics residing in the Unised Swtes, In Medicine
Hat, the estate was represented by a local lawyer who said
the owners had held the lands for 30 years and never even
knew the well existed. He suggested that the Board take
title to the mineral rights and undertake the sbandonment
themselves. The Board rejected that proposal. The city of
Medicine Hat also wanted the Board 10 take responsibility.
Months passed, with the well continuing 1w leak, while the
minerals tile was checked 10 see who owned the gas (it
was the surface owner as the lands had been sold prior to
Alberta becoming a province), the assets of the estate were
checked, the lawyer for the estate was repeatedly asked to
undertake abandoament and warm spring weather wis
awaiied.

Fimally the Board ook possession of the well 1o
shandon it and an agreement was reached with the city’s
gas depantment, whereby the city would supply men and
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aquipemend 1 work ander the direction snd regponsibility
of the Board. On Aogust 25, 1944, over & year alier the
leak was discovered, My, Goodall of the Board was in
Medacine Hat w0 mapervise the closing off of the well, then
called the Allemayer Estate well. Robert Beitr, of the city,
deermined that gas was coming op three mch casing and
Owt of m xplit 40 feet below the surface in the outer four
inch casing, which was capped. During this abandonment,
the wells was pressure cemented w0 560 (eet, and around
the six inch conductor pipe in the cellar which was 1opped
with a valve. ‘The entire two-week operation cost 51 118,84
whikch was billed 1o the estate’s lawyer, and was paid off in
three insalments by May 1945,

This abandonment socoms 0 have boen saccescful
fior some time, bat in 1949 2 plember foend gas leaks in 2
basement ol the sise. On Junc 7, 1949 Mr. R.H. King from
the Board was in  Medicine Hat checking the well at the
requesi Mr.Beitz once again. This time there were no de-

Ly mned the well wan immadisiely excavaisd and exposed.
M. King 7o 10 50 engpineer & the Bowrd that be was
poststive that the well was ot leaking. He fele thas che paa
was leaking out of the saturasted carth around the well, as
the sand had not been vented after the 1944 shandonment.
Mr. Beitz, of the city, suggested that the mand be vented,
the excavation filled with bricks and covered with wooden
boards, then concreied ower, leaving the vent pipe open
with a stack up to the top of the building. It appears that
the city ondertook this work o its own expense, and it
seems o have solved the problem for the next twenty
YCArS.

For more information on the 1972 abandonment,
sce an artick: entited “Drscovery of old leaking gas well
brings pew drilling in Medicine Hat™ in the Ociober 2,
1972 issoe of Oilweek. | would like 1o thank the Energy
Resoarces Coaservation Board for allowing me to sty
their interesting files on this old well

Archibald Wayne Dingman

E:uq: for the strong communily traditions
unigue 10 “the Yalley™ and Oilweek's excellent coverage,
the T5th snniversary of the Dingman discovery has gome by
virntgally unnoncod. May 14, 1914: Archibald Wayne
Dingman was standing proadly by his new well as the clear
matural gasoline poared out. And this firs enwtive probe
into the shallow beds above the Turner Valley motheriode
would result in finding (and wasting) bilhons of cubs feet
of gas and millions of barrels of Liquad (natural gasoline
and crude). d

Dingman was born of United Empire Loyalist
siock ot Oreanbush, Prince Edward County, Onitarso in
March 1850, That area south of Belleville held a concen-
tration of those who had fled the emerging Uniisd Siaies
back in the lae 1700

For whatever reason we do mot know but he revis-
ied the birthplace of his antecodents, working in the Pean-
sylvania oilfichkds. This expenence would stand him in
good stead.

Dingman retumed w0 Torono snd became & suc-
cessful entreprencur in several ventures: coaster brakes for
bicycles, Scarborough electric railway in east Toronio and
Fﬂrrl}-’_ -"E:q—}'-r

This latter firm manufactured a well-known soap
of the day: “Comfon"”.

What drew him 1o Calgary? Was it the spirit of
adventure” Shonly afier his arrival in 1902, he put his ex-
perience and gkills 1o work by organizing the Calgary
Narpral Gas Company in 1905, The next year, he sponed
2 well just south of No. 8 Highway about four miles west
of the 1982 city limits. i spodded on July 5, 1906 psing &
3 bat Eighteen inch pipe was driven 1o 200 fr. A1 463
i that chmng was pulled and replaced with 14 in. AL
1,703 I the reconds show wery lintke progress made due 1o
“lost and broken wals and extrame cold westher™. Sep-
tember 23, 1907 “gas under conaiderable pressune was
struck ot 8 depth of 2,800 snd this gas was sull i evidence

until the hole was filled in as required by the Department
of Indian Affairs"™,

The hole ultkmately gol 10 3,365 fi. “drilling {(was)
poing well”. “When iools stuck 150 fi. from botiom, the
cable broke leaving pan of cable and 1ools in the hale.
Concladed by direowss o abandon™,

Mot 1o be discograged, Dingman moved over 10 3
location cast of the Calgary Brewery on the Walker estase
{1-24-1-WSM). This hole commenced in Asgust 1908
and was completed in Sepiember 1909 at 3,125 i It sup-
plied the Brewery, street highting plus a number of custom-
ers in east Calgary.

Once the Gas Company pipeline was built from
Bow Island in 1912, Dingman ix reported 1o have stued:
“Now thal the guestion of supplying gas o Calgary had
been seitled, 1°d tumed w my real objective, the finding of
petrokeiam in Albers in commercial guantities”,
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W.5. Herron Sr., slong with AW, R.B. Bennett and other
local notables formed another syndicate which eltimasely
evolved into Calgary Petrolewm Prodects Limided.

The No. 1 well locaed in lsd 14-6-20-2-W5M spudded on
the 25th of January 1913, Many “trials and tribalations™
bedevilled the operations. [0 was shut down (o & number
of months during the winter after hiting “oil-bearing sand-
sone and & small quantity of very light oil & 1,556 1L
With cable tools, one had instant results, either pleasant o
unpleasant. Six inch production casing was st al 2378 1L
and drilling proceeded until the Home sand was contacied
sl 2,718 ft. It was this Lower Cretaceous horizon that
would provide the impetus for many other wells prios o
Royalite No 4 wpping the massive Mustrmsippuan [sult
bock is Ociober 1924.

The success of No. | and the ensuing boom were quickly
obliterated by the “Guns of Angust™. To quote Barbara
Tuchman, “1914 was the berthday of us all, e moment
when the clock struck... The war that followed was the
chasm between our world and the world that died forever,”

Calgary Petroleum Products® primitive separation plant
caught fire in 1919 and threaened 10 wipe out the firm,
Without the plant there was no revenoe, liquids being the
only source of money. Al that time, Dingman was living at
522 - 19 Ave. 5. W, and his offices were in Room 421

Loughesd boilding, jost down the hall from R.B. Bennenr
It wmd the Innter that rescoed the company by making a deal

with Imperial Oil

Tt was said that after Imperial ook over, A W. visited the
field very rarely. Mevertheless, be recovered 1o Create wo
other companies in the carly thirties: Highwood Petroleam
Company, later known as Highwood Sarcee with resaltant
success in the south end of the Valley.

In his prophetic comments before a local club: “We are
only in the beginning of an industry that will make Alberia
the richest province™ and “Turmer Valley is only one small
Deld in the immense oil and gas arca in Alberta™. His slo-
gan was “carry on. 'We wani and need more crade ofl”.

The Western Oil Examiner of July 9, 1955 stased thae
Drngman was still working up until about two weoeks prior
1o his death at the age of 85° and had ten years work
planncd out. His death on March 7, 1936 did not allow
him to live 8 few moaths more 10 see his prediction come
true when Bob Brown Sr."s crude oil “discovery”™ came in
on June 16 in the south end of the Valley.

= AL thal time residing st 420 Roxboro Road, Calgary.

EXCERFPTS FROM “CORRIDORS OF TIME", copyright
Anbrey Kerr, 1989,

History with Humour at the AGM

Thﬂuﬂﬁnﬂhﬂuﬂ;ﬂhmm
Society wok place on March 22, 1989 in the Boardroom of
the Canadian Petroleum Association. Donm C. Smith, the
phantom caroonist of Oilwoek, was the goest speaker.

With an acerbic wit, Don C. Smith presented & survey of

the petroleam history in the 19705, It was a tme of turbu-
lence in the oilpatch, with dramatically ncreased provin-
cial royaltes, rising federal maation and federal and pro-

vincial conflict. The situation beggped for some irreverent
commentary. That's what Don C. Smith provided in his

CAMOOnI.

The cartoons were unique i several ways The caroon-
is's identity was unknown, even 10 the publisher. Ideas
for cartoons often came from conversations with unsus-
pecting colleagues at the “Linoleam Club™ ai the Bay
cafeleria. There was an added wrinkle: “How o caroon
when you can't daw.” Don finally settled on a very effec-
tive canooning lechniqoe, the use of silhouete. While

some silhowpeties were generic, in his words “lumpy
people™, others, like those of Pierre Trudean, were easy o
draw and instandly recognizable. Trudeau and Marc La-
londe became favourite wargets, as Smith expressed his
frustration over the effects of the National Energy Program
on western Canads

The cartoons had & formar: & beading, & [actusl stmement
wimally, bot sometames Mictional; 8 drawing: and a0 trom
or bemourons puschline. One of his moR memorsbie car-
toons chowed an aching goose (the il indusary) thas had
just laid & big egg (royalties and taves). The beading was
“Ten years of federal provincial conflict over oil industry
revenue sharing™, The famous punchline: "It only hurts
when you produce!™

Don's canoons are &n important contribution to the history
of the cilpatch in the "70s. And he can finally get full
credit for his wit and insight into the political climate of
the last decade!
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