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THE PETROLEUM HISTORY SOCIETY - Calendar of Events and Daily Tips 

Next Director's Meeting: 3:30 p.m., 31 March 1999, Turner Valley Room, Palliser Hotel 

Society Web Site: Volunteer expertise to design and install PHS web site required. Contact Dag Nilsen 260
1026. Goal is to be up and running Dec 1999 to prepare for the 2000 World Petroleum Congress. 

Society Library: Archives book &video inventory on page 6. PHS may jOint venture with Glenbow Museum and 
Archives to store/display our collection. Any Members with additional donations, contact Bill McLellan 286-2191. 

Significant Wells of Western Canada: John Frey's 50 candidate goal close. Could be ideal gift and/or 
collectible for 2000 World Petroleum Congress. Photo detective/literary editor? John 264-3693(B)/287-7930(H). 

1999 Field Trip: Repeat of August '98 Turner Valley tour planned by CSPG June 19, '99 & co-sponsored by 
PHS. Guides-Aubrey Kerr, Clint Tippett and Clark Siferd. Tour Book redesigned. Contact Clint 691-4274(B}. 

New Society Goal: PubliC & industry awareness of objectives &contributions. 1999 Archives copies provided to 
Rick Charland-DOB; Ian Dolg-Doig's Digest; Gordon Jaremko-Oilweek; Mike Byfield-Alberta Report, Scott 
Jeffrey-Roughneck Magazine; AEUB, CAPL, CAPP, CSEG, CSPG, NEB, & PSAC; Calgary Herald/DOB ads. 

1999 Membership Fees: B of 0 have revised 1999 calendar year fees, now due. Individual Membership $20.00; 
Sustaining Individual Membership $50.00; Institutional/Corporate Membership and lifeTime Senior (+65) 
$100.00. Application Form attached. Note NEW forwarding address. Attn. Doug Cass 268-4203(B)/932-6505(H). 

Potential Gas Committee: This body's first report on Canada's gas potential in 1997 is being followed up by a 
more extensive re-assessment. PHS volunteers/referrals needed. Contact Ed Petrie 268-6395 or FAX 268-7520. 

Daily Tip:(365 Stupidest Things Ever Said-Ross &Kathy Petras)"They couldn't hit an elephant at this dist_" 
last words of Union Army Commander John Sedgwick, addressing his troops during a US Civil War battle. 

Petroleum History Society Archives: March, 1999; Volume X, Number 2 Page 2 



RECOLLECTIONS OF EARLY OILPATCH HISTORY AND THE PEOPLE INVOLVED - LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT 


PRESENTED BY AUTHOR AND JOURNALIST FRANK DABBS TO THE PETROLEUM HISTORY SOCIETY 

LUNCHEON - 27 JANUARY 1999 


(edited liberally from notes by Neil Leeson for PHS) 


Canadians, particularly Albertans, often forget the prominence and influence credited to local oiJpatchers in the global 
energy industry. One of the most colorful, hard working, hard playing cowboy and oilman ofthe 20th century was a member 
ofthe legendary Herron family. William Herron, son ofBill Herron of 1914 Turner Valley discovery fame, is the subject of 
a soon to be released book by Frank Dabbs. Here is just a taste ofthe nostalgia and surprise you can expect. 

On July 28,1914 Austria declared war on Serbia. World War I began with Germany's mobilization and declaration ofwar with 
Russia August I. Coincidentally Britain's Duke of Connaught was visiting drilling operations at Turner Valley. It is a rurbulent era as 
Germany invades Belgium August 3, followed by a state ofwar with Germany by the British Empire (including Canada) on August 5. 

So what is so special about Connaught? He is a special emissary sent by WhitehalVWestminster (Winston Churchill mainly) to 
report on the area's oil potential. Churchill, ahead ofhis time as always. fears the British Navy's command of the seas is threatened 
without safe, plentiful supplies ofoil. With the advent of world war and the end of the coal era., he foresees the day when war is not a 
matter ofUblood and iron" but of"blood and oil". Connaught reported Turner Valley to be one ofthe biggest, most important (militarily) 
oilfield in the British Empire. Hence we have the match that lit the fires ofexploration and discovery that continue to this day in Alberta. 

In 1919 Bill Herron, founder and driving force behind Turner Valley exploitation, published a lengthy report on the geology and 
politics (strange bedfellows) ofthe Turner Valley oilfield. The findings were widely acclaimed. 

Winston Churchill himself, along with his son and brother, visited Turner Valley in 1929. During his stay he meets the stalwarts 
of the Alberta oilpatch at that time: Bill Herron, J. H. McLeod. Senator Pat Bums, Mayor Osborne and a host of oil company executives 
from Imperial Oil, Home Oil and Royalite Oil. During the next decade infill drilling and new depth discoveries expand the wealth and 
boundaries of the Turner Valley field. 

In 1939 the outbreak: of World War II also heralded the War Measures Act, which was enforced by an Oil Controller until 1942. 
Stable flying weather, flat countryside for navigation and emergency landings, and plentiful supply ofaviation gas all contributed to 
Western Canada's unanimous selection for hosting the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP). During the course ofthe war, 
over 131,000 Air Crew from Commonwealth countries (55% Canadian) were trained by the BCATP at communities such as Claresholm, 
Penhold, Lincoln Park (including my Dad, enlisting out of High School in Nova Scotia and graduated as a Wireless! Air Gunner in 1944 
before Overseas posting to No.6 Bomber Group, RCAP - Neil L). Secure, plentiful and easily accessible reserves of Turner Valley were 
the primary source for aviation fuel to facilitate BCATP's ambitious plans. Desperate times warranted desperate measures, leading to 
unprecedented intervention in Canada's energy industry by the U.S. Government. Without Ottawa'a knowledge or approval, the U.S. army 
funded Imperial Oil's drilling at Norman Wells field and the subsequent Canol Pipeline through the Northwest Territories and Alaska to 
servi~e the U.S. Pacific Fleet. Readers requiring more detail should visit David Breen's September 1981 CalUldian Historical Review. 

According to Northrop Frye, every society has a story or myth by which it is defined in history. Calgary's reputation is built on 
highly visible cowboy, oilmen and volunteer personalities. William Herron, the archetype ofa Calgarlan, earned recognition as one of 
these personalities. Generous, hard working, warm, gregarious. aggressive, high-spirited, successful and afiluent; he lived the life by 
which we now define Alberta's identify. Synonymous with oil rigs, pump jacks, drilling exploits, gushers, wildcat wells, William Herron's 
passion for saddle horses. show horses. Calgary Stampede, Stampeder Football Club are often overlooked. Who has not heard of Calgary's 
support and enthusiasm for their Stampeder football team's 1948 Grey Cup win in Toronto? The migration of Albertans to the eastern 
Canadian debonair and sanguine metropolis with their horses and wild party habits was headed by no other than William Herron. 

Frank and George McMahon, Bob Brown Jr, the Herrons - all legends of the Alberta oil patch. William Herron carved out 
notoriety different from the stereotype oil baron. Hard work and family experience shaped his perspectives. He was very pro-British in the 
Anglo-American conflict over ownership and development of Canadian narural resources. His dislike and mistrust ofBay Street, 
multinationals and the capital market system was open and well known. Unlike his competitors with whom he shared the spotlight, he 
preferred individual, rather than team, strategy and personality. Not one to seek attention and praise, he disapproved and shunned the 
combat of competition. 

So why are we so quick to forget our history, to lose sight of our 1998 Grey Cup victory· as a 50 year tradition carved in the 
marble entrance of Toronto's Royal York Hotel, to stand by and watch our White Hat symbol denigrated? What do we lose if we lose 
history? The Calgary Professional Club closed its doors last month for Jack of industry support. After serving the oilpatch for more than 50 
years, including PHS monthly luncheons. we forgot our heritage and simply let it go. If not for literarure, our history would not survive. 

We should not underestimate the commitment, contribution and passion of local authors like Frank Dabbs. The Petroleum 
History Society thanks Frank for reminding us of how fragile tradition is without our support and detennination to sustain it. 
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THE PETROLEUMHISTORYSOCIETY: PURPOSE AND GOALS ......._ 

contributed by Neil Leeson, Director, PHS 

INTRODUCTION: 

The Petroleum History Society began in 1985 to collect, archive and communicate the story ofour 
industry's past. It is one of the few historical societies in Canada which focuses on a single industry. The 
Canadian petroleum industry has been one of the country's leading enterprises in terms of application of 
science, economic impact and employment opportunities. Technology developed in Canada enhanced the 
global petroleum industry with improved methods ofdrilling, sour gas production, and sulphur recovery to 
name a few accomplishments. In opening new frontiers like polar exploration and oilsands extraction, 
Canadians exported a sense of responsibility for all non-renewable resources. Conservation initiatives and 
environmental strategies, which were implemented in Alberta in the early 1930s, have been adopted by 
resource producing nations worldwide. This well-earned legacy is a tribute to each and every contributor to 
the Canadian oilpatch throughout the 20th Century. 

PURPOSE: 

Research, disseminate, record, distribute and preserve the history of the Canadian petroleum industry. The 
Society's Oral History Project has assembled and recorded more than 250 interviews. Insights such as 
Turner Valley's boomtown excitement, struggling with the Canol project to fuel the U.S. Pacific Fleet 
during World War II, and the early quest to release the riches of the Tar Sands. The challenge is to harness 
these flTSthand recollections of the participants while they are still with us. A list of people interviewed for 
the Oral History Project is contained on page 5 as well as a current Board ofDirector contact list. 

Oral history is a vital tool in any attempt to understand growth and development. While interviews cannot 
replace preservation oforiginal archival records, they are critical in providing personal opinion; experience 
and knowledge of those intimately involved in the day to day operations ofthis remarkable industry . 

. Between 1981 and 1985 over 200 interviews were conducted with oilpatch pioneers and half were 
transcribed to paper. Organizations such as CAPL, CSEG, Turner Valley Oilfield Society, and PanArctic 
Oils conducted and contributed their own organizational interviews. There remain many significant 
individuals to be recorded. Canadian Society ofExploration Geophysicists has graciously donated $12500 
to fund ongoing research and documentation during 1999. Budget permitting, contributions from neighbor 
oilpatch societies would be greatly appreciated and recognized. Contact Peter Savage 249-3532. 

. 	Oral History Project material has been used as background for several books on the Canadian petroleum 
industry. Also two ACCESS radio series and a half-hour television show, leading to the production ofa 
video cassette. ACCESS reported the radio series was one of their most successful, with several requested 
repeats. PHS and the Senior Archivist of the Glenbow Museum jointly manage the Oral Project. 

GOALS: 

PHS collaborates with 'other groups working toward shared goals. Examples are a chair on the advisory 

board for the Turner Valley Hell's Half Acre Interpretative Centre, liaison with ACCESS Radio, and 

sponsoring a series of radio docudramas with audio teaching materials for schools. The Society has 

established also a scholarship at The University ofCalgary to support petroleum research. 


Oilmen no longer chip at permafrost with picks and shovels, grind through dolomite from rickety wooden 
derricks, or drill dozens of wildcats across the prairies sustained by little more than faith in geology, God, 
and gamblers' odds. But let's not forget the people who did. 

We seek to strengthen the PHS organization in numbers and experience to preserve our history now and in 
the future. Your participation will help meet our goals and ensure the generation succeeding us preserve 
the next chapter, your story. Ifyour conscience tells you it is time to give something back to the industry, 
get involved and contribute your enthusiasm to PHS. The 2000 World Petroleum Congress in Calgary 
grants us the forum to display our history. Be a part of the planning and celebration. 
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